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Key Vocabulary   
Civilisation The society, culture and way of life of a particular area Pok-ta-pok A ceremonial ball game 
Invasion Use of force to enter and take control of another country Sacrifice To give something up for the sake of others (often to a God or Deity 
Dynasty A successive line of rulers of a country from the same family Blood-letting To remove some blood from the body to make a sacrifice to the Gods 
Hieroglyphs A picture or symbol representing a word, syllable or sound Ritual A religious or spiritual ceremony with various actions following the same order 
Syllabogram A hieroglyph (or glyph) representing a syllable Xibalba The name for the Maya underworld, meaning ‘place of fear’ 
Logogram A hieroglyph (or glyph) representing a word. Cacao Seeds from small tropical American tree from which cocoa / chocolate is made. 
Codex (codices) An ancient text in book form Maize Plant with large grains (sweetcorn) set in rows on a cob. Also known as corn 
Lithography A method of printing where ink is repelled except where required Vigesimal numbers Where multiples of 20 are written above single numbers to 19. 

250 AD to 950 AD known as the Classic Maya Period, coinciding with Romans and Anglo-Saxons in Britain, but entire Maya period 
2000BC – 1500AD 
Lived in area called the Yucatan, comprising Mexico, El Salvador, Belize, Honduras and Guatemala 
The Ancient Maya developed the science of astronomy, calendar systems, and hieroglyphic writing. Also known for creating 
elaborate ceremonial architecture, such as pyramids, temples, palaces, and observatories. 
The Mayan writing system was made up of glyphs, syllabograms and logograms 
They created a place value system using a symbol for zero, allowing them to work with complex numbers 
Mayan actions were based on rituals and ceremonies such as sacrifice and blood-letting; they had many Gods and believed in a 
heaven and Underworld 
The Maya were skilled farmers and corn was a vital crop for them. 
Finally invaded by the Spanish in the 1500s and the population was diminished but still Maya in the region today. 

What happened? 

Where? 

When? 

Key Knowledge  

Anglo Saxons settled in Britain at this time 
They lived in villages with Kings, nobles and 
warriors 
Saxons were farmers, weavers and potters 
Ancient Greeks lived in city states, traded 
and fought wars. 

We already know 


