
Dear Parents/Carers, 
 
Welcome back to the start of an exciting Autumn Term. We hope that you have had a lovely summer 
and were able to enjoy the wonderful weather. This term our topic is based around natural disasters 
which we can’t wait to get our teeth in to. We are imagining that we have been shipwrecked on an 
island and we have to figure out how to survive and essentially get off the island. See our topic web 
for more information. We will also be creating non-fiction booklets about a country which suffers 
or has suffered from natural disasters. We would love to have a ‘Survival Encounters Day’ so if you 
know of anyone who would be able to support us (Cub/Scout leader for example) with this such as: 
building shelters, making fires, filtering water, edible food.. then please let us know either by Dojo 
or pop in and see us.  
 
Our class books for the term are ‘Who’s Afraid Of The Big Bad Book’ which is about a boy who falls 
in to a book with appearances from disgruntled fairy tale characters and in Term 2 we will be reading 
‘The Street Child’. Jim Jarvis, is a young orphan who escapes the workhouse in 1860's London. His 
adventure is based on a true story which inspired Doctor Barnardo to set up his famous refuge. As 
part of our Global Citizenship we will think about ways that we could do help and support the 
Barnardos Charity and Oxfam through fund raising and promoting both in school and within the 
community. If you know of anyone who is involved in any charity work, we would love to welcome 
them in to our class to talk to us about their role and experiences. 
   
Although we have lots of fun things planned this year, expectations of behaviour and work will 
continue to be extremely high.  If, without good reason, work is not completed during the allocated 
amount of time, or not completed to the best of a child’s ability, it will be sent home to finish and 
Dojo’s will be taken away. If this is a regular occurrence, then this will then affect Golden Time.  
 
Regarding PE, can you ensure that your child’s kit (and school uniform) is clearly labelled with their 
name.  PE kit needs to be in school on a Monday and taken home on a Friday. Your child needs to 
wear the appropriate colour for their house and either shorts or tracksuit bottoms. Our PE slots are 
on a Wednesday (indoor Gymnastics) and Friday (outdoor – Tag Rugby and Netball). For health and 
safety reasons, it is imperative that hair is tied back for these sessions. If a child does not have their 
PE kit there will be spare kit in school as it is important that the children participate in physical 
activity twice a week. However, this will result in a consequence and Dojo’s will be taken away.  
 
Thank you for supporting your child with their homework last year; please continue to provide any 
necessary support.  Your child will be expected to read every night and to fill in their diary 
independently by writing a comment about what they have read.  This encourages them to become 
responsible for their own learning. These are to be brought in daily to be checked first thing in the 
morning. If these are not filled in then Dojos will be deducted. Reading with an adult at home, and/or 
hearing an adult read, is still very important, so it would be beneficial to your child if you were able 
to do this a few times a week. Please ensure that your child is varying the genre of book that they 
are reading and the author. Home reading includes newspapers, Internet research, magazines, 
game instructions, poetry… not just their story book. If you go to this website 
https://schoolreadinglist.co.uk/reading-lists-for-ks2-school-pupils/suggested-reading-list-for-year-
5-pupils-ks2-age-9-10/ you will find books recommended for Year 5. We are currently developing 
our book corner so if you have any books/magazines/annuals/comics/ non-fiction books that you 
could donate we would be over the moon.  
 

https://schoolreadinglist.co.uk/reading-lists-for-ks2-school-pupils/suggested-reading-list-for-year-5-pupils-ks2-age-9-10/
https://schoolreadinglist.co.uk/reading-lists-for-ks2-school-pupils/suggested-reading-list-for-year-5-pupils-ks2-age-9-10/


The new curriculum states that all children should know their times tables by the end of Year Four.   
 
 
If you know your child does not know all their times table facts yet, please go on TT Rockstars as 
much as possible. All children will be expected to go on TTRockstars at home at least 3 times a week. 
If your child is unable to access the Internet at home then they can attend homework club. 
Sometimes open-ended tasks may be set, particularly over the holidays, which will be in place of 
normal homework. This will often involve extra research or creating a presentation linked to our 
current or next topic.  
 
On a final note, if you are able to help out in Year Five by listening to readers, and/or working within 
the classroom, it would be much appreciated.  Any support you are able to give can make a 
difference.  Please note that all adults working within schools need to be DBS checked and the forms 
are available in the office.  Diary dates will be on the school newsletter and posted on the website.   
 
Please don’t hesitate to come in and speak to us about any issues, or if you would like more 
information about anything, our door is always open.  Here’s to a fantastic, busy and exciting term. 
We can’t wait! 
 
 

Best wishes 
 

Miss Sylvester and Mr Smith 


